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As a growing, ambitious accountancy 

practice, you often face extra challanges. 

You must compete with larger rivals while 

making clients happier than ever. 

That means every effort has to count. Your 
team must work quickly, securely, and from 

anywhere. It also needs to work smarter. 

Compliance 
that’s fast, safe 
and on the go
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IRIS Elements helps growing firms  
deliver big results

With sky-high standards now the norm, every firm should 
be using cloud accounting software that helps you become:

  Compliance ready – including MTD 

  Busywork-free 

  Less likely to make mistakes 

  ROI-savvy 

  Able to unlock flexible working 
  So secure it impresses clients 

 IRIS Elements is designed with all that, and more, in mind.

Elements

Build your dream firm in the cloud
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IRIS has been making accountancy software  

since 1978. 

Our fully-online accountancy solution, IRIS 

Elements, is our most ambitious project ever. It’s a 

platform ideal for both small firms and their larger 
counterparts. 

Hundreds of experts made Elements a reality. 

Their mission was to bring decades of know-how 

into an automated, AI-ready solution. 

The result? Modern tax and accountancy  

software that grows with your success.

IRIS Elements 
– what great 
accountancy 
software looks like
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1  Staff are asking you about work-life balance, but they are stuck in the office. 
  Job candidates walk away when you can’t let them work from home.

2  You’re constantly logging into different systems and retyping information.

3  The software you use for MTD is not on HMRC’s list of recognised solutions.

4  You’re constantly re-tuning spreadsheets to stay compliant.

5  You can’t see a list of your clients and their  

 real-time data in one place.

6  Your existing software is slow.

7  You’re spending less time with clients, more 

 time on admin.

Elements

7 reasons you need new  
accountancy software
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Become a 
compliance 
powerhouse
Be ready for practically any accounting task 

your practice might face. That includes scaling 

your system as you grow and being ready for 

new regulations.  

 

With our help, you can stop worrying about the 

small stuff. Instead, use that time to deliver the 
service you’ve always dreamt of.

FEATURES
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• IRIS Elements can cover challenges like MTD, 

Corporation Tax, Individual Tax, Partnerships,  

and much more. 

• Capable of handling small, medium, and large 

company accounting standards: FRS 105, FRS 102 1a, 

FRS 102, as well as groups and charities.

• It updates instantly. No big downloads, you just  

log in, and everything is ready.

• It’s a smart solution. For instance, it links to 

HMRC and prepopulates personal tax details with 

information. It can also segment client lists for  

MTD (see our dedicated section on MTD, later).

How easy is it to switch? Very. 

Moving to IRIS Elements is a quick process for smaller firms. 
Most are up and running within a day.

If you sign up for the Professional Tier, you get a “welcome call” 

walkthrough. You can also arrange for paid training if you need 

hands-on support. 

We’re there if you need us, but chances are you can quickly 

answer any questions you have through the IRIS Elements Help 

Centre. It’s a free, self-serve resource.

Nicola Darroch, owner of Darroch Accountancy Ltd, came over 

to IRIS Elements from Taxfiler. She found it quick and easy to 
move across. “It took half a day at that – and that was only 

because I was meticulously checking each of my clients and 

making sure they were completely up to date,” she said.

“I really like the Elements software and I think the price is 

really good,” she added. 

Features Elements

Elements in action: a client 
dashboard (business)

A business client dashboard for a 
limited company, displaying a live credit 
score (powered by Capitalise), accounts 
production periods with submission 
status, capital allowances, client privacy 
settings, and a client connection manager 
for third-party integrations.
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Keep MTD in check
Every UK accountant has a new problem: 

MTD for Income Tax (MTD for IT). 

This problem is bigger than some people think. 

What really happens when MTD applies to a 

client? One tax return has now become – at 

minimum – four updates and a final submission. 
In other words, you must do 

at least five times the client outreach 

compared to before. 

FEATURES



9

What does that add up to?  
 

Let’s look at what MTD for IT means per client, per quarter. 

You need to get their data, review it, categorise it, prepare 

a quarterly update and submit it to HMRC. Then you  must 

confirm everything back to the client. That’s 1–2 hours per client 
every three months, assuming the data arrives clean. 

If you have 50 MTD clients, that’s a lot more work. You’re 

looking at 200–400 hours per year on quarterly submissions 
alone, before handling each final declaration. A firm with 100 
qualifying clients is looking at up to 800 hours of work. 

That’s almost the equivalent of half a full-time employee, 

absorbed by an already busy team. 

With IRIS Elements, all clients, whether in MTD or still 

producing Self-Assessment tax returns, are managed 

in the same solution, using the same data entry screens. 

There’s no need to move between your tax return 

preparation solution and a bridging solution, no need 

to learn another new piece of software, and no need to 

manage, update and track clients across different systems.

Don’t wait until you have a capacity crunch.  

Be prepared with IRIS Elements.

Elements

Elements in action: 
the MTD Obligations 
Tracker

The Making Tax Digital tab at 
client level, showing quarterly 
obligation status across land 
and property income, self-
employment income and the 
final declaration. Each obligation 
card displays sent or due status 
with a clear visual indicator, 
and the final declaration panel 
includes the filing deadline and a 
“create tax return” action.
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Recognised by HMRC, our software can help you:

Prioritise: Segment clients to see who falls under MTD.

Detect anomalies: AI helps you spot if there is something 

amiss, year-on-year.

Automate: Pull client data from HMRC – and from across 

your system – to help with quarterly submissions.

Use import templates: If your information is elsewhere, use 

an Elements import template, confident that it will gather the 
right data.

Stay up to speed, stay compliant: IRIS Elements updates 

automatically. No waiting, just log in, and 

the new version is up and running.

Feel assured: IRIS is trusted and recognised. Our software 

validates your work before it goes – no surprise then that it 

has a 98% acceptance rate with HMRC.

IRIS Elements makes MTD a lot easier

Elements
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No more confusion. No more retyping. 

Instead, IRIS Elements gives you a single 

point of truth. 

Information is updated in 

real-time. It’s the nerve centre  

your firm’s always wanted. 

Reduce your risk 
of mistakes

FEATURES



12

How stress-free is IRIS Elements?

Accountant Louisa Burton said, “When I saw 

IRIS Elements, I was really excited by the potential of having 

one system for everything I needed, rather than having to log 

in to multiple different bits of software.

“I’m so glad I moved over to IRIS Elements, and I think for 

any accountant, being able to access everything within one 

solution is a much better system. Having everything in one 
place, with one client record to manage, completely removes 

the risk of making any mistakes, and is more secure.”

Elements

• Work from a single client record that shares data 

between all the work you do inside IRIS Elements.

• IRIS Elements checks your work as you fill in each 
section. If something doesn’t seem to make sense, 

it will flag it – perfect for those busy days.  

• Automations cut down on retyping.

• Use AI tools to find tax anomalies before 

they find you.

Features

Elements

Elements in action: the 
Practice Home Screen

The IRIS Elements Practice Home Screen, 
giving a single-pane view of workload, 
deadlines and compliance status. 
Widgets include a task status pie chart, 
upcoming tax and accounts due dates, 
self assessment tax return progress by 
status, accounts production queue, and 
a risk assessment expiry alert.
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Complete tax and accounts more quickly 

than with other leading solutions.

IRIS Elements is designed to feel lightweight, 

while a powerful system propels you forward. 

Work fast

FEATURES
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How much time and money  
can you save? 

  Firms with 100 company clients save around 20 hours 
annually, equating to about £2,000 in staff time or 
billable hours.  

  As part of our same estimates, firms with 
150 personal tax clients save about 15 hours per 
year, worth just over £1,000.   

Add that to the savings from:  

  Reduced rework thanks to the single client record. 

  Time saved on MTD submissions. 

  The operational benefits of flexible working. 

IRIS Elements:

• Brings data together onto one screen so there’s  

less clicking around.

• Lets multiple staff work with real-time information.

• Follows the workflow of an accountant. You simply 
work left to right across a series of tabs. That’s all 

the instructions you really need. 

• The data you add into one tab instantly populates 

the next – and pulls info from HMRC. 

Why IRIS Elements is so fast
Elements

Elements in action: the 
Active Clients List

The Active Clients view in IRIS Elements, 
showing a filterable, sortable client 
table. Columns include AML exclusion 
status, privacy setting, client ID, name, 
client status (Client or Prospect), client 
type (Person or Business), business 
type (Sole Trade, Limited Company, 
Other) and contact details.
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Accountants want AI that works for them. 

It has to be useful, risk-free and 

deliver results. 

That’s why we build tools, 

not hype.

Use AI that’s 
built for 
accountants

FEATURES
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So, what are our priorities when 
it comes to AI? 

AI-powered anomaly detection:  

More than 9,100 practices are using our smart tool 
that checks annual calculations and lets you know 

if something is wrong.

Intelligent tax preparation:  

Turn docs into tax data in minutes. Import P60s, 

P11Ds, dividend vouchers, banks statements 

and more.  

 

The rest we’re keeping under wraps for now. Many of the 

staff who work at IRIS used to be practicing accountants.  
We want to make sure they are impressed before we 

share things with you.

Elements
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We think that for accounting firms with 3–9 
staff, the “Professional” packages for IRIS 
Elements Tax and IRIS Elements Accounts 

Production are all you need.

Enjoy practice-
friendly pricing

FEATURES
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But what about other functions 

besides tax and accounts 

production? There are more 

tools in the IRIS Elements family. 

Visit the section “Complete your 
cloud accounting practice” in 

this brochure to discover more 

about IRIS Elements AML and IRIS 

Elements Practice Management. 

Elements

But you can start simpler, particularly if you’re solo 

or a team of two. In that case – if you just have a few 

straightforward clients – consider the “Essentials” 

version of each. You can always upgrade if you need to. 

There’s also an “Enterprise” tier for when you grow. 

This is perfect for when you have increasingly complex 

clients and 10 or more staff.
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Here’s what the Professional tier includes 

for those tax and accounts production 

modules we think you’ll need.

What’s in IRIS 
Elements Tax 
Professional and 
IRIS Elements 
Accounts Production 
Professional?

FEATURES
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Elements

Explore all IRIS Elements modules and book a demo

 Xero, FreeAgent, and IRIS Elements Cashbook trial balance 

import via API.

 Comprehensive Chart of Accounts

 Standards: FRS 105 and FRS 102 Section 1A

 Entity types: Sole Trade, Partnership,  Limited Company, LLP

 Flexible iXBRL tagging

 Trading & dormant accounts

 Editable chart code descriptions

 Trial balance import via CSV basic map or through KashFlow, 

Xero, and QuickBooks

 Comprehensive partner profit share with current and capital 
accounts view

 Trial balance and nominal ledger reports (exportable 

to PDF/Excel)

 Multiple practice addresses supported

 Revised accounts

The Accounts Production Professional plan includes:

 AI anomaly detection tools

 AI document data extraction 

 Everything in IRIS Elements Tax Essentials 

(e.g., personal/partnership/corporation tax returns, 

computations, direct HMRC filing, HMRC data  
retrieval, MTD VAT Filer) 

 Supplementary pages: Handles most CT600 and SA100  
supplementary pages

 Capital allowances for full expensing and superdeduction

 Dividend feed updates for FTSE100 & FTSE250 

 Foreign Tax Credit Relief. Farmers’ averaging 

(2 years). Part disposals of capital assets.  

Business Asset Disposal Relief

The Tax Professional plan includes:

https://www.iris.co.uk/products/iris-elements/
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Elements

 Group Accounts, Charities, Flexible iXBRL Tagging, FRS 101

 Full FRS 102

 Farm Accounts (including enterprises)

 Community Interest Companies (CIC) paper submission 

to Companies House

 5-Year Trial Balance Report (exportable 

to PDF and Excel)

The Accounts Production Enterprise Plan includes 

everything in the Professional tier and adds:

 Jointly Held Income

 Multiple trades for Ltd companies

 E-Checklists in personal tax

 Bulk online filing

 Storage of multiple HMRC credentials 

 Completion of CT600N

 Asset register

 2- or 5-years farmers averaging

 Dividend feed for all listed companies

 Customisable accounts production integration

 Client account

 Quarterly Instalment calculation for LTDs

 Enhanced partnership profit calculation

The Tax Enterprise plan has everything in the 

Essential and Professional tiers and adds:

The next level: IRIS Elements Enterprise



22

IRIS Elements was built for the cloud, and 

that means you can use it wherever you have 

a web connection.

If you want to sit and go through the figures 
with your client, you don’t have to put together 

a PowerPoint anymore. Just bring up their live 

account in Elements and take them through the 

real-time data. 

It’s perfect for office, flexible, or hybrid working. 
Great news if you are seeking to attract talent 

to your firm. 

Be unstoppable, 
wherever you go

FEATURES
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Use IRIS Elements in any browser 

on laptop, desktop, or tablet.

Working with an ocean view

Michael Alinek has been a loyal IRIS customer since 1986. 
Recognising the benefits that came with switching to IRIS 
Elements, he made the move, and now he can work from 

sunnier climates with increased efficiency.

Prior to his migration to IRIS Elements, Michael would have 

to download and transfer data files if he was going abroad; 
now, he simply logs in and starts working. Being in the 

cloud has provided Michael with more freedom and ease 

within his career, allowing him more time to soak up the 

sun in Spain.

“I’ve been a loyal customer to IRIS for many years, as I 

know that I’m getting quality software at an affordable 
price,” he said. “The team behind Elements are fantastic, 

and the future plans for the software are really exciting.”

Elements
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No more looking over your shoulder. It’s time 

to relax knowing that IRIS Elements has both 

active and baked-in security. Our software 

detects, halts, and thwarts hackers at each 

turn. Meanwhile, our engineers are constantly 

watching the servers and testing the software. 

 

So, the next time a prospective client asks how safe 

their data will be, you will have a good answer.  

Inspire confidence 
with rock-solid 
security

FEATURES
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We have the credentials that prove  

we run watertight solutions. These  

include ISO 27001:2022 (the world’s  

best-known standard for information 
security management systems (ISMS)),  

and the Government’s Cyber Plus –  
a rigorous, independent test of  

cybersecurity.

• Your data is encrypted in transit and at rest

• Our cloud-native software sets out blockers and 

traps for hackers. 

• There’s built-in monitoring, and IRIS specialists 

check server traffic.

• Our in-house team tests the software and 

employs ethical hackers to push security to its 

limits.

• Software adapts rapidly, with security patches 

implemented upon login.

• Business-grade security like Multi-Factor 

Authentication comes as standard.

Features

Elements
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Need anything else? Build on your new tax 

and accounts powerhouse with other 

solutions. 

Complete your 
cloud accountancy 
practice
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Trusted bookkeeping software  
for accountants and now part of the 
IRIS family.

  Scan receipts, invoices and  

more with 99%+ AI accuracy. 

  Enjoy accounting automation  
that frees up time without  

losing control.

  Say goodbye to needless  

paperwork and time spent  

reconciling accounts. Focus  

on delivering more great-value  

advice instead.

Onboarding is tough without great 

software. Now that Companies House 

requires ID verification, things are only 
more difficult.

IRIS Elements AML has you covered. 

Added straight into the Elements 

ecosystem, it features:

  Biometrics

  Streamlined KYC assessments

  Customisable checklists

  Automated suspicious activity 

reporting (SAR) risk profile 
management

  Real-time alerts from a  

central dashboard

Add oversight of your team straight 

into the Elements platform. Streamline 

workflows and track staff deadlines 
with online practice management 

software.

Take time back for you and your team. 

Manage jobs and clients from your 

dashboard, share documents via a 

secure portal, and automate admin.

Elements
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Elements

Elements in action: the  
AML and compliance tab

The AML tab for an individual client, 
bringing together risk profile, risk 
assessment with approval status and, 
next-due date, KYC assessment progress 
and a menu of on-demand AML checks. 
These include including Biometric ID, 
standard ID, Credit and HR screening, 
each with clear pricing and a one-click 
Run Check action.

Fine-tune the solution around you, just like Louisa 

“I think the magic of Elements is that you can add additional 

modules as and when you need them,” accountant Louisa Burton 

said. “That scalability is such a benefit. I added AML to help with 
compliance, and because it’s part of IRIS Elements’ cloud platform, 

it makes client onboarding fully remote and linked by one central 

client list.”
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Adam Owens FCCA, Founder of Power Accountants, Business and Tax Advisors 

Limited, has been using IRIS software for over 20 years now, and though he has 
always had complete trust in the IRIS Accountancy Suite desktop software, he 

was very excited about IRIS Elements and what it could bring to his practice.

He told us, “I’ve been an accountant for 22 years now, working with a larger 

practice before starting Power Accountants back in 2020. I’ve always used IRIS 
software and it’s always supported me as an accountant to build fantastic 

relationships with clients and remain compliant. When I decided to branch out 
and start my own business, I did look at the market just to make sure I wasn’t 

missing anything, but in my heart, IRIS Elements was the product I was excited 

about, and the accountancy solution for our practice.”

With a team of three, and the ability to access IRIS Elements from anywhere, 

the team at Power Accountants can work from within the office, from home, or 
remotely with clients. Adam says, “IRIS Elements is really at the heart of our 

practice now. It’s one database for all our information, rather than multiple 
systems for us to update. We’ve removed the risk of error, moving data from 
one system to another, and we’re all working from the same place - no matter 

where we’re working from. We don’t have to worry about multiple client 
records increasing errors and duplication, we share one client record across  

the practice.”

Using Tax & Accounts, AML, and Practice Management within IRIS Elements, 
they help find their clients the solutions that add long-term value, whether as a 
business or individual. In order to provide that first-class service, they need to 
offer clients a personalised service, something IRIS Elements supports the 

team with.

Adam tells us, “Our clients are all different and therefore should be treated 
differently. The way Elements has been built allows us to input information 
about our clients, their job titles, what stage they’re at, etc. and we can use 
that information to tailor the service we’re providing.”

He added, “We want to offer our clients the best service, and we use the best 
software to support us to do so, IRIS Elements.”

Case study – Power Accountants

Elements
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Begin your  
IRIS Elements journey

Click the button below to explore all IRIS Elements 

modules and book a demo. Our experts can talk you 

through the system and answer any questions 

you might have.

Click here

http://www.iris.co.uk
https://www.iris.co.uk/products/iris-elements/

